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So what does copyright law 
protect?
Original works of authorship...

Fixed in a tangible medium of expression.



Categories of protected works:

(1) literary works;

(2) musical works;

(3) dramatic works;

(4) pantomimes and choreographic works;



Categories of protected works 
(cont.):

(5) pictorial, graphic, and sculptural works;

(6) motion pictures and other audiovisual works;

(7) sound recordings; and

(8) architectural works.



So what are the advantages of 
copyright protection? Owner has 
the exclusive right to:

Reproduce the work;

Distribute copies of the work;

Make derivative works;

Display the work publicly (for certain works);

Perform the work publicly (for certain works).



Who owns the copyright?

Ordinarily, the "author" or creator of the work owns all 
the exclusive rights provided by the Copyright Act.

Joint Works: 

- Two or more persons create the work and 
intend to create a joint work



Who owns the copyright?

Works Made For Hire:

- works made by employees acting in the scope 
of their employment

- commissioned works, with written agreement 
to create work for hire



What does the copyright owner 
have to do to take advantage of 
these rights?
Copyright exists upon creation and fixation.

Registration of the copyright (with the U.S. Copyright 
Office) provides for additional protection and benefits, 
but is not mandatory. 

Fee: $35 for a basic application filed online



Copyright notice?

©2011 Gary A. Pierson

Not mandatory, but recommended.

Puts the world on notice that the work is protected by 
copyright.



How long does copyright protection 
last?

Generally, the author's life plus 70 years.

Work made for hire: 95 years from date of 
publication or 120 years from creation.



Exceptions to the exclusive rights?
Public domain works.

Fair use: parody, news reporting, research, 
education.

- Complicated, case-by-case determination

Compulsory license (musical works)
- must pay statutory license fee and provide notice 

to copyright owner



Questions???
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